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ABSTRACT

Background: Many universities offer various
interesting educational programs. This makes
prospective students faced with the situation to
choose the programs appropriately according to
their interests and talents. Prospective students
have different considerations and reasons in
choosing and deciding on acupuncture education
as a place to continue their education. The pur-
pose of this study was to analyze the factors that
influence student decision making in choosing
acupuncture education in Indonesia.

Subjects and Method: This was a case control
study conducted at Health Polytechnic Ministry
of Health Surakarta, Health Polytechnic Soepra-
oen Malang, and Acupuncture Academy Sura-
baya, in November 2019. A sample of 300 college
students was selected by stratified random sam-
pling. The dependent variable was decision to
choose school of acupuncture. The independent
variables were aspiration, attitude, career guidan-
ce, academic program, tuition fees, college repu-
tation, promotion, facilities, financial assistance,
location, and parental support. The data were
collected by questionnaire and analyzed by path
analysis run on Stata 13.

Results: College students who chose school of
acupuncture was directly increased by good
school reputation (b= 2.37; 95% CI= 0.77t0 3.97;
p= 0.004), good career guidance (b= 2.96; 95%
CI= 1.35 to 4.58; p<0.001), good education pro-
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grams (b= 2.46; 95% CI= 0.94 10 3.97; p= 0.001),
strong parental support (b= 3.29; 95% CI=1.75 to
4.83; p<0.001), good financial assistance (b=
3.12; 95% CI= 1.49 to 4.75; p<0.001), good
promotion (b= 1.80; 95% CI= 0.34 to 3.26; p=
0.016), low tuition fees (b= 2.48; CI 95%= 0.99 to
3.97; p= 0.001), and supportive location (b=
2.26; 95% CI= 0.85 to 3.66; p= 0.002). College
students who chose school of acupuncture was
indirectly affected by aspiration, attitude, and
facilities.

Conclusion: College students who chose school
of acupuncture is directly increased by good
school reputation, good career guidance, good
education programs, strong parental support,
good financial assistance, good promotion, low
tuition fees, and supportive location. College
students who chose school of acupuncture is
indirectly affected by aspiration, attitude, and
facilities.
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BACKGROUND

Education is one way to improve the stan-
dard of living and quality of life of people,
with education a person is able to develop
interest in his talents and abilities in both
academic and non-academic fields. The
benefits of education in the long run can be
felt by preparing quality human resources
through quality education channels in the
future, of course the nation must make the
maximum investment to improve the quality
of education and human resources (Artini et
al., 2014).

Nowadays it is widely developed in the
field of medical science and health based ho-
listic medicine and reducing the use of che-
micals, treatments that are highly developed
in many countries such as the science of acu-
puncture therapy (Jishun and Mittelman,
2014). Decision making is the selection of
several alternatives available as a tool to solve
problems. Decision-making also means a
systematic approach to a problem, gathering
facts and data, determining the mature of the
alternatives faced and taking action which
according to the calculation is the most ap-
propriate action (Eidimtas and Juceviciene,
2014).

Prospective students have different
considerations and reasons in choosing and
deciding on acupuncture education as a place
to continue their education. A study by Meh-
boob (2012) explains that there are 11 aspects
or factors that influence when choosing a ter-
tiary institution, namely aspiration, attitude,
career guidance, academic program, tuition
fee, tertiary reputation, promotion, facilities,
availability of financial assistance, location,
and parental factors.

SUBJECTS AND METHOD

1. Study Design

This was analytic observational study with a
case control design. The study was conducted
at Health Polytechnic Ministry of Health

www.thejhpm.com

Surakarta, Health Polytechnic Soepraoen
Malang, and Surabaya Academy of Acupunc-
ture, in November 2019.

2. Population and Sample

The study population was college students. A
sample of 300 college students was selected
for this study by stratified random sampling.
3. Study Variables

The dependent variable was decision to
choose school of acupuncture. The indepen-
dent variables were aspiration, attitude, ca-
reer guidance, academic program, tuition fee,
college reputation, promotion, facilities,
financial assistance, location, and parental
support.

4. Operational Definition of Variables
Decision making was the result of actions
in taking a decision from various alternatives
to achieve the desired goals. The measuring
instrument used was a questionnaire. The
measurement scale was categorical. Code 0=
non acupuncture and 1= acupuncture.
Aspiration was the desire for something
higher with progress as its goal. The mea-
suring instrument used was a questionnaire.
The measurement scale was continuous and
transformed into dichotomous. Code o=
weak and 1= strong.

Attitude was the driving force or motivation
that determines whether people have pros or
cons of something. The data were measured
by questionnaire. The measurement scale
was continuous and transformed into dicho-
tomous, coded 0= weak and 1= strong.
Career guidance was a process of assist-
ance given to an individual through various
ways and forms of service so that he is able to
plan his career steadily, according to his
talents, interests, and abilities, knowledge
and personality. The data were measured by
questionnaire. The measurement scale was
continuous and transformed into dicho-
tomous, coded 0= less and 1= good.
Educational program was higher edu-
cation programs which are directed primarily
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at mastering science and its development,
and prioritizing quality improvement and
broadening scientific insights. The data were
measured by questionnaire. The measure-
ment scale was continuous and transformed
into dichotomous, coded o= less and 1=
good.

Education tuition was one of the compo-
nents of instrumental input which is very
important in the administration of education.
In the form of education registration fees,
student activity costs and book purchase
costs. The data were measured by question-
naire. The measurement scale was continu-
ous and transformed into dichotomous,
coded 0= expensive and 1= cheap.

School reputation was an image drawn
from an educational institution that is for-
med on people's thinking about the institu-
tion. The data were measured by question-
naire. The measurement scale was conti-
nuous and transformed into dichotomous,
coded 0= less and 1= good.

Promotion was communication made by
the product or service provider to the market
to convey information about the product or
service offered and has the nature to per-
suade and influence in order to convince po-
tential customers to buy or use the services
offered. The data were measured by ques-
tionnaire. The measurement scale was con-
tinuous and transformed into dichotomous,
coded o= less and 1= good.

Facilities were all facilities and infrastruc-
tures available to facilitate and support learn-
ing activities. The data were measured by
questionnaire. The measurement scale was
continuous and transformed into dicho-
tomous, coded 0= inadequate and 1= ade-
quate.

Financial assistance was assistance for
students who have an important role in help-
ing the smooth running of education for their
children and to continue their education in
college. The data were measured by question-
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naire. The measurement scale was conti-
nuous and transformed into dichotomous,
coded o= not available and 1= available.
Location was a strategic position related to
the ease of access and distance to or from the
tertiary institution. The data were measured
by questionnaire. The measurement scale
was continuous and transformed into dicho-
tomous, coded 0= not support and 1= sup-
port.

Parental support was parental support by
treating, guiding, educating, directing, disci-
plining and maturing children in making
decisions to choose educational programs.
The data were measured by questionnaire.
The measurement scale was continuous and
transformed into dichotomous, coded o=
weak and 1= strong.

5. Data Analysis

Authors conducted data analysis and statis-
tical tests on the results of study which
included univariate analysis to describe each
dependent and independent variable and
grouped according to the type of data and
entered. Bivariate analysis is performed
using chi square which is to find out the
relationship of each independent variable to
the dependent variable. Multivariate analysis
was performed using a path analysis model,
an analysis technique used to determine the
effect of exogenous variables on endogenous
variables (both directly and indirectly).

6. Research Ethic

This study was conducted based on research
ethics, namely informed consent, anonymity,
confidentiality, and ethical eligibility. Ethics
permit in this study was obtained from the
Health Research Ethics Commission Dr.
Moewardi, Surakarta, Indonesia, No. 1,285/
XII/ HREC/ 2019.

RESULTS

1. Sample Characteristics
The sample characteristic describes the conti-
nuous data presents in Table 1.
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Table 1. Sample characteristics (continuous data)

Variable n Mean SD Min. Max
Aspiration 300 5.88 1.73 2 9
Attitude 300 5.93 1.52 3 9
Career Guidance 300 8.55 1.98 3 12
Education programs 300 5.95 1.89 2 9
Cost of education 300 7.67 1.92 3 12
College reputation 300 8.53 1.36 3 12
Promotion 300 7.73 2.05 3 12
Financial Aid 300 6.59 1.94 3 11
Parental Support 300 5.79 1.68 2 9
Location 300 5.35 1.58 2 9
Amenities 300 5.76 1.78 2 9

2, Univariate Analysis

Table 2 shows that of the 300 students, the
majority of strong aspirations were 163
(54.33%). Strong attitude is 165 (55.00%).
Good career guidance is 164 (54.67%). The
good education program is 161 (53.67%). The
cost of education as much as expensive is 155

(51.67%). Good university reputation is 160
(53.33%). Less promotion is 141 (47.00%)
and good promotion is 159 (53.00%). Weak
parental support is 155 (51.67%). Available fi-
nancial assistance is 164 (54.67%). Support-
ing locations are 157 (52.33%). Inadequate
facilities are 196 (65.33%).

Table 2. Univariate analysis of the determinants of student decision making

choosing acupuncture education

Variable Category N Percentage (%)
Aspiration Weak (score< 6) 137 45.67
Strong (score = 6) 163 54.33
Attitude Weak (score< 6) 135 45.00
Strong (score = 6) 165 55.00
Career guidance Lacking (score< 9) 136 45.33
Good (score > 9) 164 54.67
Educational Program Lacking (score< 6) 139 46.33
Good (score = 6) 161 53.67
Education tuition Expensive (score< 7) 155 51.67
Cheap (score = 7) 145 48.33
College reputation Lacking (score< 9) 140 46.67
Good (score = 9) 160 53.33
Promotion Lacking (score< 8) 141 47.00
Good (score = 8) 159 53.00
Parental Support Weak (score< 6) 155 51.67
Strong (score > 6) 145 48.33
Financial help Unavailable (score< 7) 136 45.33
Available (score = 7) 164 54.67
Location Unsupportive (score< 5) 143 47.67
Supportive (score > 5) 157 52.33
Facilities Unavailable (score< 6) 196 65.33
Available (score = 6) 104 34.67

Table 3 shows the results of the bivariate
analysis of factors that increase the decision
making of students choosing acupuncture
education are strong career guidance (OR=
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7.78; p <0.001), good education programs
(OR= 30.60; p <0.001), low tuition fees
(OR= 6.42; p <0.001), good college
reputation (OR= 17.91; p <0.001), good
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education promotion (OR= 15.67; p <0.001),
strong parental support (OR= 58.5;
P<0.001), financial assistance available (OR=
3. Bivariate Analysis

3.82; p <0.001), supportive location (OR=
20.15; p<0.001), and adequate tertiary
facilities (OR= 1.42; p= 0.150).

Table 3. The results of the chi-square test determinant of student decision making in

choosing acupuncture education

Decision making to choose

acupuncture education

Independent Variable No Yes OR P
N % n %

Aspiration

Weak (score< 6) 131 95.62 6 4.38 165.47 <0.001

Strong (score = 6) 19 11.66 144 88.34

Attitude

Weak (score< 6) 117 86.67 18 13.33 26 <0.001

Strong (score= 6) 33 20.00 132 80.00

Career guidance

Lacking (score< 9) 103 75.74 33 24.26 7.78 <0.001

Good (score = 9) 47 28.66 117 71.34

Educational Program

Lacking (Score< 6) 121 87.05 18 12.95 30.60 <0.001

Good (Score = 6) 29 18.01 132 81.99

Education tuition

Expensive (score< 7) 110 70.97 45 29.03 6.42 <0.001

Cheap (score = 7) 40 27.59 105 72.41

College reputation

Lacking (score< 9) 116 82.86 24 17.14 17.91 <0.001

Good (score = 9) 34 21.25 126 78.75

Promotion

Lacking (score< 8) 115 81.56 26 18.44 15.67 <0.001

Good (score = 8) 35 22.01 124 77.99

Parental support

Weak (score< 6) 135 87.10 20 12.90 58.5 <0.001

Strong (score > 6) 15 10.34 130 89.66

Financial assistance

Unavailable (score< 7) 92 67.65 44 32.35 3.82 <0.001

Available (score = 7) 58 35.37 106 64.63

Location

Unsupportive (score< 5) 119 83.22 24 16.78 20.15 <0.001

Supportive (score > 5) 31 19.75 126 80.25

Facilities

Unavailable (score< 6) 104 53.06 92 46.94 1.42 0.150

Available (score = 6) 46 44.23 58 55.77

4. Multivariate Analysis

Table 4 shows that there is a direct effect on
the reputation of tertiary institution, career
guidance, educational program, parental sup-
port, financial assistance, promotion, educa-
tion fee, and location on the decision making
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of students choosing acupuncture education.
A good college reputation (b= 2.37; 95% CI=
0.77 to 3.97; p= 0.004). Good -career
guidance (b= 2.96; 95% CI= 1.35 t0 4.58; p
<0.001). Good education program (b= 2.46;
95% CI= 0.94 to 3.97; p= 0.001).
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Figure 1. Path analysis model on the decision to choose school of acupuncture

Table 4. Path analysis on the determinants of college student decision to choose

school of acupuncture

Path 95% CI
Dependent Variable Independent Variable Coef Lower Upper P
oef. (b) v . L
Limit Limit
Direct Effect
Decision making School reputation (good) 2.37 0.77 3.97 0.004
Career guidance (good) 2.96 1.35 4.58 <0.001
School program (good) 2.46 0.94 3.97 0.001
Parental support (strong) 3.29 1.75 4.83 <0.001
Financial guidance (available) 3.12 1.49 4.75 <0.001
School promotion (strong) 1.80 0.34 3.26 0.016
Education fee (low) 2.48 0.99 3.97 0.001
Location (supportive) 2.26 0.85 3.66 0.002
Indirect Effect
School reputation Promotion (good) 2.07 1.55 2.59 <0.001
Facilities (available) 0.47 -0.08 1.02 0.093
Career guidance Aspiration (good) 1.46 0.97 1.94 <0.001
Educational Program Aspiration (good) 2.52 1.97 3.07 <0.001
Parental Support Aspiration (good) 3.09 2.45 3.74 <0.001
Tuition (cheap) 1.14 0.52 1.76 <0.001
Tuition Location (supportive) 0.99 0.52 1.46 <0.001
Aspiration Attitude (positive) 2.37 1.83 2.90 <0.001
Constanta -10.91 -14.63 -7.19 <0.001

n observation= 300
Log Likelihood= -1043.26

Strong parental support (b= 3.29; 95% CI=
1.75 to 4.83; p<0.001). Financial assistance
available (b= 3.12; 95% CI= 1.49 to 4.75;
Pp<0.001). Good promotion (b= 1.80; 95%
CI= 0.34 to 3.26; p= 0.016). Low cost of
education (b= 2.48; 95% CI= 0.99t0 3.97; p=
0.001). Supporting locations (b= 2.26; 95%
CI= 0.85 to 3.66; p= 0.002). Decision
making of students choosing acupuncture
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education is influenced indirectly by aspira-
tions, attitudes, and facilities.

DISCUSSION

1. The effect of college reputation on
the decision to choose school of acu-
puncture

These results indicate that a good college

reputation increases student decision making

in choosing acupuncture education. Higher
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education's reputation comes from ranking,

which reflects a good reputation built on age,

accreditation and acceptance competitiveness

and brand names (Haron et al., 2017).

These results are consistent with Kusu-
mawati (2010), which reported that out of

342 respondents (80.28%) agree that the

reputation of tertiary institutions is an im-

portant factor in choosing education. Itis be-

lieved that the more a college has a reputa-
tion, the higher the chance to get a job easily
after graduation or the higher the guarantee
for students to get high paid jobs after gra-

duation (Proboyo and Soedarsono, 2015).

Many studies have shown that univer-
sity student choice decisions are influenced
by university attributes. These attributes are
identified as quality of staff, type of institu-
tion, availability of desired programs, curri-
culum, international reputation, quality of
facilities such as libraries, computerized and
social facilities, campus and class sizes and
availability of financial assistance (Aydin,

2015).

2. The effect of career guidance on the
decision to choose school of acu-
puncture

These results indicate that the influence of

good career guidance increases the decision

making of students choosing acupuncture
education. This study is consistent with
previous study that the presence of a career

counseling and guidance office (r= 0.672)

shows the first supporting factor in making

decisions in choosing college education

(Agrey and Lampadan, 2014). Academic aspi-

rations and career guidance can inform po-

licy makers and educators about the best way
to provide support at the community and
school level to facilitate the transition of
students from school to further education

and work (Tsui et al., 2019).

3. The effect of educational programs
on the decision to choose school of
acupuncture

e-ISSN: 2549-0281

These results indicate that a good education

program increases the decision making of

students choosing acupuncture education.

Price and Agahi (2003) explain that the study

program offered and the reputation of higher

education are important factors when choos-
ing a university in the UK for students (Har-
yanti et al., 2016). In general, prospective
students consider study programs before they
consider which university will be registered

(Susilawati et al., 2019).

The program structure contains infor-
mation content and learning methodologies
for certain programs in higher education. The
content and structure of the program is
controlled, revised, and monitored from time
to time by each tertiary institution to ensure
high quality (Haron et al., 2017).

4. The effect of parental support on the
decision to choose school of acu-
puncture

These results indicate strong parental sup-

port to improve student decision making in

choosing acupuncture education. Shanka et

al. (2005) explain that family influence is a

major factor in the choice of higher edu-

cation. Because almost all students consult
with their parents about their higher edu-
cation plans (Aydin, 2015). Aguado et al.

(2015) explained parents are the financiers of

the education of their children, they have a

significant influence on their children choos-

ing higher education (Rudhumbu, 2017). De-
cision making of students choosing acupunc-
ture education is influenced by families after
trying acupuncture therapy (Purwanto et al.,

2016).

5. The effect of financial assistance on
the decision to choose school of
acupuncture

These results indicate the financial assistance

available increases student decision making

in choosing acupuncture education. Sojkin et
al. (2012) explained that reputation offers
tuition fees and access to financial assistance
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to prospective students (Haryanti et al.,
2016). So and Hyun (2015) distinguish bet-
ween financial assistance and tuition. Finan-
cial assistance acts as an aid to fund student
education costs i.e. financial assistance can
come from many sources (Haron et al., 2017).
As an example; can be obtained from the
government, the college itself or foundation
and can come in various forms such as loans,
scholarships and grants (Rika et al., 2016).
6. The effect of school promotion on
the decision to choose school of
acupuncture
This result shows that good promotion en-
hances student decision making in choosing
acupuncture education. Media such as tele-
vision, newspapers and magazines are used
by universities to advertise or promote. This
includes information about education, social
facilities, contact information or employment
prospects. Media can be used by universities
not only by advertising but also provides
some information about their facilities (Ay-
din, 2015).
Previous study by Yun (2017) explains
that information sources obtained from di-
rect communication from institutions or uni-
versities, university websites, someone/alum-
ni from universities, families, and brochures/
pamphlets about tertiary institutions are con-
sidered to be most beneficial for all students.
7. The effect of education fee on the
decision to choose school of acu-
puncture
This result shows that the low cost of edu-
cation increases student decision making in
choosing acupuncture education. Previous
study by Agrey et al. (2014) showed that 51%
of prospective students said the level of
tuition was important in making decisions in
choosing tertiary education (Agrey and Lam-
padan, 2014). Roushdy (2012) argues that
the factors that influence students' decisions
in choosing tertiary education can be divided
into two categories: economic factors and
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non-economic factors. Economic factors

include university tuition fees, availability of

scholarships and grants, accommodation

(rooms and lodgings). Whereas non-

economic factors are university size, and

location (Islam and Shoron, 2020).

8. The effect of school location on the
decision to choose school of acu-
puncture

These results indicate a location that sup-

ports improving student decision making

choosing acupuncture education. Padlee et al.

(2010) explained that the location of higher

education institutions influenced students to

choose universities in Malaysia (Haryanti et
al., 2016). This factor refers to the univer-
sity's geographical location, and close to the
city center or home. The location of the uni-
versity and the geography of its environment
are very important characteristics for stu-
dents. Proximity to home is one of the sig-
nificant effects on university choice processes

(Aydin, 2015).

9. The effect of school promotion on
the decision to choose school of
acupuncture through school repu-
tation

The results of this study indicate that there is

a good promotional effect on the reputation

of higher education. Higher education pro-

motion in the form of printed brochure, ad-
vertisements, and web content (Krezel and

Krezel, 2017).

Higher education has a planned pro-
motion strategy to compete with other edu-
cational institutions. Marketing content that
is well communicated from certain instituti-
ons will enhance the reputation of higher
education and student registration. The de-
cision of students in choosing a tertiary edu-
cation institution in Malaysia, it was found
that the promotion of tertiary reputation had
a positive impact on study choices (Haron et
al., 2017).

10. The effect of facilities on the deci-
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sion to choose school of acupunc-
ture, through school reputation

These results indicate that there is no sta-

tistical effect of facilities on tertiary reputa-

tion. However, adequate facilities have the
possibility of increasing the reputation of
higher education. This study is in accordance

with previous study by Haryanti et al. (2016)

explain that the facility enhances the reputa-

tion of tertiary education and influences the
choice of Chinese students in the UK. Educa-
tional facilities such as lecture halls, libraries,
and laboratories also have an extraordinary

effect on high school students in choosing a

university (Haryanti et al., 2016).

College facilities consist of: (a) physical
facilities such as the existence of bookstores,
guidance and counseling offices; and (b) non-
physical facilities such as the provision of
scholarships, the ability to transfer credit
together with spiritual programming. The
learning environment and job prospects can
be explained in terms of having modern
learning facilities and environments, a beau-
tiful campus, developing and maintaining a
good reputation, along with the number of
books available in the library, a new com-
puter lab and high levels of job prospects for
graduates. Sports facilities might be explain-
ed in terms of campuses that have sports
complexes and other good sports facilities
(Agrey and Lampadan, 2014).

11. The effect of aspiration on the de-
cision to choose school of acu-
puncture through career guidance

These results indicate a strong aspiration to

improve career guidance. The decision of stu-

dents to choose tertiary education is influen-
ced by three core factors, namely: desire,
environment, and future career aspirations

(Wu, 2014). Career guidance is guidance and

experience determines career. Participants

get support from a mentor and experience in
their future roles to confirm that they are on
the right career path. Many participants
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identified their career goals as working in

higher education. They feel that during the

education program helps in career planning.

Furthermore, students' aspirations improve

the decision to choose tertiary education

based on the career guidance they get (Singe

et al., 2019).

12. The effect of aspiration on the
decision to choose school of acu-
puncture, through educational
programs

These results indicate strong aspirations to

improve education programs. Hooker and

Brand (2009) examined 23 educational pro-

grams that function to prepare middle school

students' aspirations and prepare for colle-
ges/universities and have quality program
evaluations. Study programs include acade-
mic support, relationships, college knowledge
and access, relevance, youth-centered pro-
grams and effective teaching, as well as struc-
tural elements of success such as cross-sys-
tem partnerships and collaborations, strate-
gic use of time, leadership and effective
assessment (Fischer et al., 2017). Evaluation
of higher education study programs focusing
on students supporting higher education
aspirations (James-maceachern and Yun,

2017).

13. The effects of aspiration on the
decision to choose school of acu-
puncture, through parental sup-
port

These results indicate strong aspirations of

increasing parental support. Jiittler et al.

(2016) reported that educational aspiration

and parental support were significantly

related (Jiittler et al., 2016). Students build
aspirations and plans for university prospects

based on parental guidance (Wu et al., 2014).

In a longitudinal study they examined how

practices related to emotional and cognitive

involvement of parental support to African-

American and European-American children

influence children's success and aspirations
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in subsequent years through enrollment in

higher education (Fischer et al., 2017).

14. Effects of educational fee on the
decision to choose school of acu-
puncture, through parental sup-
port

This result shows that the low cost of edu-

cation increases parents' support. Previous

study by Praboyo et al. (2015) shows that cost
influences parental support in higher edu-
cation choices (Proboyo and Soedarsono,

2015). Financial support from one's family

can result in the limitation of his decisions

regarding their academic future. If the tuition
fees support, then the student's family has
enough budget to pay for the child to
graduate. Financial support from parents or
family can limit the choice of college

education (Aydin, 2015).

15. The effect of location on the deci-
sion to choose school of acupunc-
ture, through education fees

These results indicate a location that sup-

ports increasing education costs. The location

of the college close to home influences the
decision of high school students to choose
tertiary institutions. This can reduce tuition
and student living costs so as to support stu-
dents' decision to choose tertiary institutions

(Haryanti et al., 2016). Garwe (2016) ex-

plains that students can choose to study in

universities close to their hometown to save

transportation costs (Ha et al., 2017).

16. The effect of attitudes on the deci-
sion to choose school of acupunc-
ture, through aspiration

These results indicate a strong attitude to

increase the aspirations of students. Previous

study by Wu and Bai (2014) showed that as-
pirations in choosing tertiary education were
influenced by socio-economic attitude and
value. Attitude is a factor that influences
one's behavior and aspirations and thus
knows what actions will be taken including
decision making (Kartika et al., 2017). Some-
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one will do or not do a behavior based on
previous considerations whether the attitude
supports or does not support (Fitriani et al,
2016).

Ajzen (1991) explains the well-known
psychological approach is the theory of
planned behavior. This theory shows that
three different aspects explain educational
aspirations: attitudes (towards a behavior),
subjective norms and perceived behavioral
control. Knowledge and attitudes of students
influence the aspirations of higher education.
This increases the tendency of students to
want to study in college (Jiittler et al., 2016)
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